
 

Swallowtail ($250 - $499) 
Sandra Alkek
Beta Sigma Phi, Prec Omicron Tau, Hallettsville
Alan A. Cole
Brandon and Jennifer Cooper
Darrell and Denise Cooper
Ella Marie Duncan
Dr. Fred and Rhea Fry
Russell Hodon
Gary and Tracey Horne
IBM and The Blackbaud Giving Fund
Lisa and Tom Jewell
Bill Klaevemann
Diana Knox
Deacon Dennis and Georgia Kutach
Stephen Lange
Weldon and Emily Laurence
Hilary and Lonnie Lucas
Amy Martin
Bruce and Darlene McDonald
Alton Ray Migura
Marilyn Mill
Ern and Elizabeth Mooney
Joanne and Mike Mueller
Lois B. Nelson
Carolyn and Edward Nevlud
T. Michael and LuAnn O’Connor
Billy Parks
George Fred Rhodes
Cathryn Rutledge
Mickey and Norrell Schulte
Arlyn J. and Carol L. Seiler
Mr. and Mrs. Norbert Sobotik
Carlyn Tripp
Shena Ureste
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 6382
Jeanette West
Melita Zafereo

Painted Lady ($100 - $249)
Anonymous 
Jack and Alma Anzaldua
Billy and Donna Atzenhoffer
Nancy Bandy
Rebecca and George E. Barnett
Robert and Laurie Bautista
Dr. Michael Bouthillette
Bowie Boys Lacrosse Association of Austin
Jeff and Lisa Cano
Jean Carpenter
Mark and Christine Cervenka
Nancy Childress
David and Fay Coldewey
Susan Cooper
Vicki Jo and Raleigh E. Coppedge
Harold L. and Wendy Crater
Lydia Cruz
Cathy Dierlam
Thomas E. Donnelly

Tommy and Norma Treybig
Dan Vahalik
Larry and Sheila Vesely
Laureen E. Vitek
Kelli Vito
Glenn and Willie Voelkel
Galdys Vrazel
Drs. Will and Anne Wagner
Dr. Clyde and Mary K. Walrod
Victor and Theresa Warwas
Elena Tyng Watts
Dr. Marshall and Janna Wiener
Tom and Barbara Wilcox
Tami and Russell Wilson
Mark Zafereo
The Zuber Family

Spring Azure (up to $99)

Baptist Temple Church
Rocky and Mary Kay Barnett
Royce Wayne Berger
Will and Lindsey Blackstock
John and Jackie Blair
Diane Boyett
Allan and Paula Bruns
John Clevenger
Jean B. Cochran
Nancy Cooper
Mrs. George Cox
Connie Dieringer
Rose Drost
Melanie Elkins
Murlene Enke
Laverne Glover
Bill and Cris Graham
Warren and Barbara Grindeland
Sheri and Glenn Grohmann
Jason Hanselka
Shara and Rebekah Hardeson
Doug and Cheryl Hester
Howard and Helen Hill
Howard and Frances Hitchcock
John D. Hurst
Ann Johannsen
Lynette Klages
Gary and Vickie Knox
Ashley Markos
Maurice McCown
Dawn McGuffin
Deborah Miller
Richard and Dolores Miller
Meaghan Neill
Debbie Nelson
Jennifer Nichols
Dean and Kay Ohrt
Doris Payne
Scott and Cammie Pearson
Patsy and Jack Price
Marlene Pylate
Erica Rangnow
Marjorie Ratliff
Vincent Reedy
Krisha Renger-Belz
Janis Rollins
J. D. and L. C. Roman
Rayba and Dennis Schroller
Erna Lee Simon
Billie J. Slaughter
Mike and Donna Spann
Bobbie Stoebner
Rod and Sherry Taylor
Patricia A. Thieme
Casey, Kelly, Carter and Cooper Tutt
Debra Vaughn
Reese Vaughn
Betty and Kenneth Vickers
Bridget Villarreal
Brad Waida
Rita Walsh
Gail and Adolph Welfel
Brian Wendel
Cori S. Wenske
Mary Wheeler
Helen M. Williams
Scott Wright
Chuck Yunkun

Monarch ($500 - $999)

Anonymous 
Carolyn Armstrong
Gayle and Tom Batts
Rev. and Mrs. Herbert C. Beyer Jr.
Kathy and Gerald Bludau
W. Lavo  Brisco
Marvin Brunner
Dorothy Chastain
Dr. John C. and Emily Davis
Mary Ann Davis
Tammi and Walter Dixon
Christa N. Donoghue
Bridget Gayle
Dr. Robert and Gail Gilliam
Stephen and Diane Griffin
John and Melody Handley
Dr. Stephen and Linda Janecek
Gene and Mary Jeansonne
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Your Non-Profit  
Community Hospice

Our Mission - Love. Comfort. Support. From Us to You.
Every day Hospice of South Texas delivers heartfelt care and comfort to those struggling with serious illness. 
We enable people to regain who they are beyond their illness by helping control symptoms, providing practical 
support and empowering control. As South Texas’s oldest local care provider and only not-for-profit hospice, our 
team members have grown up next door to those we care for. We are part of the fabric of our community.

Hospice of South Texas (HoST) care and support is a choice you and your family should 
make not only at end of life, but also when treatment is no longer an option. Sylvia Kelley 
and her daughters, Cindy, Laurie and Betsy, chose HoST because of past experiences with 
family members as well as HoST’s great reputation in South Texas. Sylvia’s husband, Dan, 
spent his last days in the Dornburg Center of Compassion, which provided a very peaceful 
time for him and the family as his life ended. In an interview with Sylvia, she shared her 
own 18-plus-month journey with Hospice of South Texas. 

“I always thought hospice came in the last weeks of dying, but it is not like that; it is a 
wonderful program that helps you live your best life, for however long that may be. I am a 
testimony of what hospice can do. I continue to volunteer one afternoon a week at Twice 
Blessed. I volunteer three hours on Fridays and I am still able to drive.

I had breast cancer in the early ‘90s. It laid dormant for 25 years and returned when I 
was taking care of my husband. I decided to do some radiation treatments and Ibrance. 
It worked, but in two years the cancer returned. This time I tried oral medications, but I 
could not take them; they were too painful. After my husband died, I tried chemo. The only 
thing positive about chemo is I lost my 

hair and had a hair vacation! After just three treatments, I felt really bad and 
it so affected my legs that I had to use a cane to walk. I could not do anything 
because my balance was terrible. My oncologist offered another treatment and I 
said, “No, I am done.” I am 86 years old and did not want to spend my days being 
sick, so I was not going to do anything else that made me feel sick. Then my 
doctor said, maybe the next step is hospice. So, my daughters and I discussed 
this option and we agreed to sign me up with HoST. At the beginning, I was a 
bit taken aback because hospice to me meant imminent death. I did not know 
about this wonderful, long-term hospice. My goal was to not feel sick every day 
and that I have achieved. 

When my daughters and I first discussed hospice care, I was in shock and 
hesitant, thinking no, no, no, I am not imminent. We decided to say yes to 
HoST because I was absolutely not taking any more treatments. I signed 
up with HoST and could not be more pleased. My goal was to continue 
to live by myself and feel the best I could each day. HoST was a big relief 
for my daughters too. HoST caregivers are just a phone call away for me 
and my daughters. These wonderful care providers are familiar with my 
circumstances and are a part of my team. When my condition changes, 
hopefully I will be able to utilize the Dornburg Inpatient Center. The fact 
I can get the care I need at home is invaluable. My nurse takes my vitals, 
checks my pain levels, looks at my medications and my supply needs, and 
evaluates how I am doing. It is wonderful not to lose your independence 

Window of Life ($5,000 - $9,999)

David “Keith” Kaiser
William and Donna McCaw
Dr. Robert and Susan Oakley
The O’Connor & Hewitt Foundation
Ted and Sheryl Winslow 

Legacy of Hope ($2,500 - $4,999)

Eugene Morris Azbill, Jr.
Dr. Bruce and Vicki Bauknight
Sandra J. Hicks
Billy F. and Raunda Janssen
Sharon and Victor Keefe
Melvin and Janey Lack
Ken and Melissa Lester
Lynn and Tim Miori
Dr. Paul and Kay Roeh
Dorothy Sappington

New Life Benefactor ($1,000 - $2,499)
Leah Ackermann - Berry Aviation Family
Mr. and Mrs. Franklin Addicks
Mike and Cindy Bludau
Paul Bonorden Sr.
Howard Book
Jody and Patsy Brett
Carl and Val Campbell
Dr. Daniel and Veronica Cano
Michael and Diane Chavez
Dr. Gary F. and Mary Cox
Crossroads Bank
Margie Dickerson
Madeline and James Dodson
Donald and Betty Jo Elder
Claude Glover
Paul and Dorothy Guthrie
Hallettsville Lions Club
Lyn Janssen
Lane and Phyllis Keller
Keller & Associates CPAs, PLLC
Melanie and Mark Klotzman
KMH Wealth Management, LLC
Robbie and Craig Lauger
Ralph and Carol Letsinger
Russell and Cindy Marshall
Carl and Sharon Matejek
Lori and William H. McArdle
Dr. Michael Moehler
Dr. Jim and Susan Neumann
The O’Brien Foundation
Bobbie Orsak and Jerry Fornelli
Paula Packard
Daniel Rediske and Dr. Alicia Fuhrman
Roehl Family Trust
Dr. Arthur and Sue Schomburg
Mary Jo Smith
Rex and Ruth Spahn
Mallie Stanchos
Dr. John and L’Nell Starkey
Drs. Maria and Cesar Velasco
Stephen Waghorne
Janis Wideman

Choose Hospice of South Texas

(Continued)

Your 2023-2024 Annual Fund gift will help us continue to provide:

Love. Comfort. Support. From Us To You.

Cycle of Life Society

Butterfly Clubs

Annual Fund 2022-2023
Hospice of South Texas gratefully acknowledges  

the following Annual Fund donors from  
April 1, 2022 – March 31, 2023

Dyna Dubose
Shirley Dueser
Beverly J. Feller
Stephen and Stacey Fox-Ressman
Joseph Frazer
Bill and Susan Friedrichs
Stephen Fuhrman
Penni Gietz
Dan and Jamie Gilliam
Catherine and David Gleinser
Bruno and Anita Grabarkievtz
Grace Memorial Chapel
Theresa Grahmann
John and Judy Gray
Maxie and Shirley Greive
Amanda Griggs
Lynette Hague
Jeanette S. Henke
Paul and Annette Henke
Jean Herman
Connie Hermes
Vada Hill
Sandra and Dan Hiller
Lester Hoerig
David and Shari Houck
Joyce and Aubrey Housworth
Roseann T.  Jacob
Marcus and Mava Jalufka
Patrick and Linda Janecek
Janecka Insurance Agency
Carolyn Johnson
The Hon. and Mrs. Joseph P. Kelly
Curtis W. Kerth
Milton Killebrew
Michelle Koliba
Allen and Patty Kolodziejcyk
Beatrice Krejci
Chris and Beverly Krejci
Larry and Katie Kurtz
Lydia Faye Landry
Rob and Sandy Lassmann
Cheryl Lauterstein
Mary Lee
Billy and Paula Leske
Mary and Richard Logan
Ted and Helen Logeman
Jan and Tom Marchbanks
Marian McGee
Dorothy Mgebroff
Patricia and Bruce Mickle
Melanie Milam
Jerry and LaVerne Miller
Charles and Nancy Mowen
Linda Allison and Edward Neubauer
Hubert and Betty Lou Novak
Daren and Dawn Otto
Dennis and Laurie Owens
Kathleen Parks
Nancy Parrish
Dennis Pozzi
Judge Don Pozzi
Craig and Susan Prukop
Darlene and Larry Pullin
Dereck and Celeste Reeder
Dr. Peter and Julie Rojas
James and Christine Rung
Mary and Calvin E. Sachtleben, Jr.
Dee Blackwell Sager
Perfecto and Oralia Sauceda
Teri and Gary Scheibelhut
Alan and Kim Schneider
Debi and Ronnie Sevcik
Randy and Susan Shepler
Dr. James and Ann Wood Shook
Martha Sims
Ganga Sivakumar
David and Joyce Smolik
Jerry and Nadene Speck
St. Peter Lutheran Church Women in Mission
Mack, Sherri and Zachary Streety
Carolyn and Charles J. Strnadel III
Clyde and Margaret Svetlik
Lauren Tarkington
Martha Tarkington
Forrest W. Timm, Jr.
Ronnie K. Timm
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Sylvia enjoyed volunteering

Sylvia Kelley

• End-of-life care for everyone who needs it, regardless of 
ability to pay

• Grief support and bereavement services

• Innovative programs and training for our volunteers
• Community and professional education in end-of-life issues
• General endowment to ensure our future needs will be met

Sylvia & daughters Laurie & Betsy

Fred E. Koricanek Family Trust
Debbie and Kurtis Krueger
Barbara and Jay Lack
Charla Borchers Leon & Robert Leon
Hardy and Jo Ann McCullough
Troy and Anne McIntosh
Georganna Meismer
Lana and John Morkovsky
Angeline Netardus
Barney Newell
Pilot Club of Victoria Inc.
Pamela Pozzi
Monroe and Mary Margaret Rieger
Lois and Mark Rose
Shannon E. Salyer
Bill and Wanda Sanders
Sisters of the Incarnate Word & Blessed   
   Sacrament
Mary F. and Terrence M. Smith
South Texas Oil Field Maintenance, Inc.
Delores Steen
The Family of Chester Tobola
Dr. Khiem and Joan Vu
Judy and Victor Wagenschein
John and Kim Weitz
Roger and Donna Welder
Anthony and Monica Zimmermann



On Tuesday, April 13, 2021, I received a phone call from Citizens Medical Center 

that shook our entire world. I was informed that my daughter, Keimryn, at the 
age of eight had a bone tumor in her left femur that had been causing her to 

limp. During the weekend, she complained of increased pain and experienced 

falls. I drove her to Texas Children’s Hospital in Houston on Sunday after church. 

More X-rays were performed, and she was admitted to the oncology floor that 
night. Keimryn, still not knowing what was to evolve in her life, was strong with 

every poke and prod. Osteosarcoma (bone cancer) was confirmed. She began 
chemotherapy the very next week. Keimryn knew what was going on and asked 

that I keep her updated and to not use medical words so she could understand. 

Keimryn completed multiple rounds of chemotherapy and 

participated in many trial studies, including immunotherapy, 

and all failed. In addition to the treatments, she also had limb 

salvage surgery, which included her orthopedic oncology surgeon removing her left femur and replacing 

it with an internal prosthetic made in England. Keimryn continued to keep a smile on her face and a very 

spunky, big attitude despite the rapid tumor growth. 

Hospice of South Texas (HoST) was called, and I could not have asked for a better team to come into 

our home. At this time, Keimryn was still able to walk. The multiple bone tumors continued to take over 

and she became paralyzed due to a tumor located on her sacrum that grew rapidly. HoST made sure 

that we were always equipped with whatever supplies we needed – from cath supplies to oxygen, we 

had it immediately. Keimryn did not let this diagnosis keep her down. She continued to dance, using the 

wheelchair, and sing – she did all she could to be sure family and friends didn’t see her struggle. Her goal was to encourage 

others and allow them to see that no matter what you are faced with, always smile and enjoy life to the fullest. 

Keimryn wasn’t easy on her HoST nurses; she made sure they knew she was a smart little nine-year-old and she knew the ins 

and outs of her treatment. On Monday, July 11, 2022, I made a call to Hospice of South Texas because of some complications. 

It was late at night; the HoST nurse on-call came over to evaluate Keimryn. My daughter, without hesitation, said, “I don’t like 

my feet being touched.” We did not know that would be one of the last sentences she would ever speak. I 

made sure to call her sisters into the room. Both told Keimryn they loved her, and she replied, “I love you 

too.” Throughout the night, I talked to Keimryn, rubbed her semi-bald head, and told her I loved her. At 4:16 

am on July 12, 2022, Keimryn sat straight up in my bed and took a deep breath. I immediately called the 

on-call HoST nurse. As a healthcare worker myself, I knew the end was near. Keimryn had made a list early 

in her diagnosis of the people she wanted present when this day came. My oldest daughter called those 

individuals, and we surrounded Keimryn. Her sisters, Ayngelyn and Keiyanah, made slime with her. Keimryn 

was still able to communicate to yes or no questions. At 9:09 am, on July 12, 2022, she took her last breath 

in my arms, holding her sisters’ hands, as she ran into the arms of Jesus. Four hundred and fifty-six days on 
this journey that we as a family could never imagine taking. We know she was at peace because she had a 

personal relationship with God. We serve a God that will not fail and His will shall be done. 

Keimryn touched so many lives in her nine years. Her inspiration lives on through The Keimryn Strong Foundation, Inc., created 

and composed by Keimryn to assist families affected by childhood cancer. A special thank you to Hospice of South Texas for 

answering the call to treat pediatric patients. It was Keimryn’s wish to die at home and not in the hospital – Hospice of South 

Texas made that possible. I thank HoST for being present with us throughout this devastating journey and for their guidance in 

all our decision making. 

Keimryn Lee – Strong, Courageous and Loved Beyond Measure

and to be able to stay in your own home. Now I have an easy, peaceful life 
along with my puppy, Ike. That’s my story.”

Sylvia was a HoST patient from July 2021 and passed in the Dornburg 
Inpatient Center during January 2023. Sylvia’s daughter, Cindy Marshall, had 
family members using HoST during 2015, 2017, 2019 and 2021-2023. Cindy’s 
husband, Russell Marshall, has been an avid supporter of HoST and was co-
chair of the Dornburg Center of Compassion Capital Campaign Committee 
along with Dr. Terry Whitehouse from 2013-2017. 

Cindy stated, “HoST is dear to our hearts, and my husband and I very much 
believe in Hospice of South Texas. HoST hospice care at home was such a 
wonderful experience, just knowing the nurse and doctor were coordinating 
care for our loved ones gave us such peace. When it was time for inpatient 

care at the Dornburg Center, simply walking through the facility provided a sense of relief, calm and peace. We as a family 
appreciate all the hard work and consistency of service from all areas – from the nurses and DME guys to the person answering 
our calls. This choice mattered because it gave us great comfort knowing that HoST teams were giving Mom the very best care.”

Choose Hospice of South Texas
(Continued)
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Hospice of South Texas has pediatric hospice care for children with serious, life-limiting illnesses from birth to 21 years of age. 
Families want to do everything to ease their child’s pain and help them live as fully and comfortably as possible. This can be an 
incredible strain on parents; lack of sleep, money worries, work pressures, the needs of other children and relatives — everything 
influences your ability to cope. HoST can help you and your family with our compassionate Caterpillar Care: specialized care and 
support provided concurrently with curative or life-prolonging care, or as the main focus of care. 

Keimryn; her mom, Askaskia Hobbs; her 
sisters, Ayngelyn & Keiyanah; and her 
grandparents, Rev. & Mrs. Fred HobbsSylvia & daughter Cindy   

Patient Companions Provide Small Deeds of Kindness

 Peggy Bivens and Mary Margaret Rieger

Volunteers are at the heart of Hospice of 
South Texas (HoST) and enhance the care 
given to our patients and their families, 
whether it be a listening ear, a game 
of cards, or simply being present for a 
few hours each week. One of the most 
rewarding volunteer opportunities is the 
patient companion. Mary Margaret Rieger 
has been a HoST patient companion 
since 1997 and has touched many lives 
over those years. When Peggy Bivens, 
age 94, came on service, Mary Margaret 
was assigned as her patient companion 
and spends 1-2 hours per week visiting 
Peggy in her home. Her daughter, Tamye 
Crockett, loves the role of the patient 
companion, which gives her mother the 
opportunity to share her life stories, 
perhaps open up about things she might 
be reluctant to talk with her family about, 
and enjoy the occasional bit of laughter. 
Hospice of South Texas with the addition 
of Mary Margaret as patient companion 
continues to give the family a true sense 
of peace and that all will be well.

“Thumbs up”

Keimryn with mom


